Transition of adult mortality and causes of death in selected countries of Asia.
"The path of adult mortality in the... Asian countries that provide adequate data is examined and the diversity of mortality transitions as well as their vulnerability to temporary setbacks is documented.... In all the countries reviewed, a 'modernisation' of the cause of death structure occurred with infectious and parasitic diseases receding in importance and chronic and degenerative diseases taking up the leading position. Along with this change, [the authors find that] causes of death are becoming less relevant for the assessment of the health status of a population. The causes and the extent of temporary and permanent health impairments are more informative and appropriate for health policy strategies." (SUMMARY IN ITA)